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protect the safety and health of underground construction workers, the Occupational Safety and Health
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construction regulations, found in Part 1926, section 800 of Title 29 of the Code of Federal Regulations (29 CFR
1926. 800). OSHA regulations relating to underground construction were originally adopted in 1971 and revised
over the years to add new protective measures and enhance worker safety. This publication summarizes OSHAs
regulations related to underground construction. As such, it should be used as a guide but not as a substitute
for the complete text of 29 CFR 1926. 800. Construction operations covered by the OSHA standard The OSHA
underground construction regulation (29 CFR 1926. 800) applies to the construction of underground tunnels,
shafts, chambers, and passageways. It also applies to cut-and cover excavations connected to ongoing
underground construction as well as those that create conditions characteristic of underground construction.
These hazards include reduced natural ventilation and light, difficult and limited access and egress, exposure to
air contaminants,...
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