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Genealogical and Historical Data Relating to Richard Hildreth (1605-1693), Freeman 1643, Cambridge and
Chelmsford, Thomas Hildreth (Died 1657), Of Long Island Southampton We do not hesitate to admit for
ancestor research a charm which fascinates the mind and engages the heart. It interests us in village legends,
family traditions, and in the memories of old people often wonderfully vivid and accurate. It introduces us to
our forefathers, hands us a chair at their fireside, and makes us familiar in their households. And soon we begin
to love our stern old ancestors. We study them, their opinions, their hatred of tyranny, those old fellows who
called no man master. We who have Hildreth ancestors have learned of their persistent determination for
justice, and of their unyielding courage and honesty. And so we seek to know more of them. The Hildreth Family
Association has in its possession a mass of genealogical and historical data regarding the Hildreths of America.
The largest single collection is that by Mr. Henry Orin Hildreth of Cambridge, Mass., made previous to 1893,
consisting of correspondence, individual family records, notes, memoranda, copies of records, etc., but before
Mr. Hildreth could arrange it in manuscript form suitable for publication he was taken suddenly ill and died.
That was twenty-two years ago. Since then numerous valuable contributions have been made to our
Association. A few, such as Arthur Hildreth s Early Hildreths of New England and Brig.-General Philip Reade s
First Generation of the Name of Hildreth in Middlesex County in Massachusetts, tell of the Hildreths of the early
colonial period; several tell of the local branches such as...
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