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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from Speech of Henry Clay, of Kentucky, on the Bill
Imposing Additional Duties, as Depositaries, in Certain Cases, on Public Officers: In Senate of the United States,
September 25, 1837 The Senate having resumed the consideration of the bill imposing additional duties, as
depositaries of the public moneys, on certain officers of the General Government- Mr. Clay rose and addressed
the Senate upwards of three hours. He commenced by observing that, feeling an anxious desire to see some
effectual plan presented to correct the disorders in the currency, and to restore the prosperity of the country,
he had avoided precipitating himself into the debate now in progress, that he might attentively examine every
remedy that should be proposed, and impartially weigh every consideration urged in its support. No period had
ever existed in this country, in which the future was covered by a darker, denser, or more impenetrable gloom.
None, in which the duty was so imperative to discard all passion and prejudice, all party ties, and previous bias,
and look, exclusively to the good of our afflicted country. In one respect - and he thought it a fortunate one -
our present difficulties are distinguishable from former domestic troubles, and that is their universality. They
are felt, it is true, in different degrees, but they reach every section, every State, every interest, almost every
man in the Union. All feel, see, hear, know their existence. As they do not array, like our former divisions, one
portion of the Confederacy against another, it is to be hoped that common sufferings may lead to common
sympathies and common councils, and that we shall, at no distant day,...
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