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2 POTENTIAL COSTS OF VETERANS HEALTH CARE 3 contingency operations ( OCO ). Among the nations itation
and home care programs. The outpatient clinics tallied over 73 million visits for services in 2009, recent named
overseas contingency operations are Opera-including routine health assessments, specialty care, and tion
Enduring Freedom in Afghanistan and, in Iraq, outpatient surgery. In total, VHA employed about Operation
Iraqi Freedom and Operation New Dawn. 235, 000 full-time-equivalent employees in 2009, ( The latter began
with the withdrawal of the final U. S. including nearly 16, 000 physicians and 66, 000 nurses combat brigade
from Iraq in August 2010. ) VA specifi-4 and nursing assistants. cally tracks military personnel who actually
served in the theater of operations, in contrast to military personnel Trend s in the N u m b er of Veterans
Enrolled and who supported those operations from locations elsewhere Being Treated b y VA in the world,
including the United States. CBO projects Eligibility for VAs health care services is based primarily the costs of
treating veterans who have or will have served on a veterans military service. In addition, VA operates in those
theaters as well as personnel who may serve in an eight-tier priority system that establishes a veterans theater
in future such operations over the next 10 years. eligibility and priority for using its health care services CBO
projects those costs because the war-related medical ( see Box 1 ). Veterans with the highest priority include
needs of OCO veterans have garnered significant atten-those...
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