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Number: RC341 . B54 1992 OCLC Number: (OCoLC)26699298 Subject: Biological psychiatry. Excerpt: . . . 8 The
Biology of Mental Disorders Figure 1-4 - PET Scan of an Individual the limbic system ( figure 1-4 ). The limbic
system With Schizophrenia seems to be involved in the positive symptoms and the frontal cortex in the negative
symptoms of schizophrenia. The precise interaction between these as well as the possible specific brain regions,
involvement of other areas of the brain, still need to be clarified. In addition to pinpointing the regions and
chemi-cals in the brain that underlie the symptoms of schizophrenia, researchers have put forward several
hypotheses concerning the cause or causes of this disorder. Information about the course of schizo-phrenia, its
epidemiology, and specific biological measures suggests that a virus or immune system problem is a possible
culprit. Another hypothesis asserts that injury to the brain early in life is the critical factor. Support for this
viewpoint stems from Brain activity in an individual who does not have schizophrenia various observations,
including the higher rate of ( right ) and a person who does ( leI ). The frontal cortex shows more activity in
schizophrenia ( white areas ). birth complications among individuals with schizo-SOURCE: W. Carpenter,
Maryland Psychiatric Research Center and H. phrenia and subtle deviations in neurological and Associates, Inc.
psychological functions that sometimes precede the full expression of schizophrenia. Evaluation of the agitated
movement, diminished energy, intense feel-prevalence and pattern of schizophrenia among iminished ability
ings of guilt or worthlessness, a d related individuals shows that genetic factors con-to concentrate, and
recurrent thoughts of death...
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