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Convention: At Nashville, Tennessee, November 14, 1850 We meet on a melancholy occasion. It is to devise the
means of defending the Southern States against a great and alarming danger, a danger with which we are not
threatened by a foreign foe or a common enemy, but by our fellow-citizens, whom fraternal feelings and
fidelity to plighted faith; whom gratitude for great benefits which, more than all other causes, have made them
great, wealthy and powerful; should have made our hearty friends, and our devoted allies in all adversity.
Instead of which, we find them our most unjust oppressors, our bitter and most unappeasable enemies. Having
deprived us, practically, of all power under the common government which bound us together, they are aiming
at the subversion of our dearest rights, the destruction of our most valuable property, and the desolation of our
country. Our inquiry will, of course, be of Southern rights. Southern wrongs, and Southern dangers. The
general rights of the Southern States are those of equal, independent, unabridged sovereignties. Our
independent sovereignty was asserted from the beginning of the government, and maintained triumphantly,
within a few years aHer the adoption of the Constitution of the United States. The old federal doctrines, of
strong government and constructive powers, were put down. In the South and West, there was but one voice on
the subject. Such was the devotion to State independence; such the generous spirit of the people of the South
and West, as expressed in the resolutions of Virginia and Kentucky, in 1798;that, had not the dangers then
contemplated, though not amounting to a tithe...
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