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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from Community Studies for Rural High Schools No
course of instruction in the public schools is complete that does not give the learner a closer and more definite
knowledge and understanding of his immediate environment. This is a truth that we have in the past largely
overlooked in planning courses of study for our schools, particularly for our high schools. Languages and
peoples that are dead and activities and institutions that are remote in time or distance are interesting and
valuable and have a proper place in our high school programs; but their place should be a subordinate one. So
strong, however, are the cords with which tradition has bound most of us that we have continued to act on the
assumption that no education can be acceptable or in good repute that does not include a large share of these
dead and remote things and that the study of the life that now is and the conditions and circumstances that
immediately surround us cannot have a legitimate place in school instruction. The result of this is that the high
schools are turning out many boys and girls who know something of Latin and German, something of the
civilization of Greece and Rome, and something of geometry, but who know little or nothing about the
community in which they live; they know nothing of its history, nothing of its traditions, nothing of its industries,
nothing of its institutions, and nothing of its possibilties for the future. The life that goes on about them, with its
needs, its failures, and its suggestions, makes no appeal to them, because they do not understand its
significance. Our rural communities...
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